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Whetstone Drama Group 

17 May 2020 

Dear Whetstone Drama Members and Friends, 

I hope that you and your families are well. 

I wanted to take the opportunity to update you on what is happening at Whetstone Drama Group. Although we cannot perform 

any actual productions at the moment, Whetstone Drama is still active and making plans for the future and I would like to share 

these with you. 

Sunday Night Virtual Quiz 

Many of you may know that Ben and Steve have been running a Sunday Night Quiz on YouTube since the lockdown began, and 

it’s been a huge success. For anyone who doesn’t know how to get involved it’s really easy, all you need is a smartphone and a 

computer/tablet: 

1. With your computer/tablet, at 7pm each Sunday, go to YouTube and search for Whetstone Drama Group, where you will 

see the quiz night set up and waiting – this is how you will watch the quiz. Once you are on the quiz screen, you will see 

a PIN code.  
 

2. Then on your smartphone visit buzzerpad.com – this is how you will record your answers. When prompted, put in the 

PIN code and hey presto, you’re ready to go.  

Whilst the session starts at 7pm, the quiz itself starts promptly at 7.30pm and is finished by 9 - 9.30pm. It is a great way to enjoy 

an evening with your drama group friends, especially using the optional on-screen chat function.  

If you are unable to complete step 2 above (e.g. you do not have a smartphone to record your answers), play along anyway with 

a piece of paper and send it over to Ben or Steve. We must thank Ben and Steve for setting this help and entertaining so many of 

us during the lockdown. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Virtual Committee Meeting  

Meanwhile, some of the Whetstone Drama Committee held their first virtual meeting last week and made some important 

decisions. We can’t know how long it will be before we can meet as a group, but while we’re waiting, we’ve had a few ideas. One 

is that Peter James suggested we have our first ‘Whetstone Drama’s Virtual Show’ and we hope you can get involved. The idea is 

to film yourself performing a 5-minute piece of comedy; possibly performing a sketch, jokes, comedy song or poem, as long as it’s 

funny and makes us smile. Peter will stitch the best ones together and put it out as a whole show. Peter will write a message to 

members with more details but it’s a great idea and means that even now, we don’t have to stop performing.  

Ben and Steve also came up with the idea of an online virtual short play, and they have some material ready to perform. We 

thought this would be great for the autumn because we still might not be back to normal by then. We look forward to hearing 

more. 

Future Production Planning 

Eventually of course, we will get back to normal, and when we do it’s going to be a great relief. I thought that we could have a 

proper variety show, youth and adults together, a bit like the Christmas Show but not necessarily at Christmas. It might be next 

February or even later when we actually perform this show, but I thought it would be nice to do something that the whole group 

could get involved with and lift our spirits. As a committee we will be discussing this further and looking at whether this will / can 

be done. 
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Whetstone Drama Group 

 

Next year, the plan is to perform all the productions we were going to perform this year, though at slightly different times. The 

adult group were rehearsing for Come on, Jeeves! a classic comedy, when the lockdown began, with our very own Spencer making 

his debut as director, but instead we will perform it next April / May. Rehearsals for the youth group production of Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory had also begun but now it is planned for late August 2021, with The Lady In The Van to follow in November 

2021. The Murder Mysteries will probably start a similar time if not before. These may seem like a long way away right now, but 

at least we have something to look forward to. 

Financials  

Over the next 18 months we also want to raise £5,000 to pay for two short-throw projectors and a backscreen, so that we can 

take our sets and special effects to the next level and maybe put on film nights or even singalongs. We have already received a 

community grant of £4,000 from Blaby District Council towards this project, but the total cost will be nearly £10,000 so we’ve got 

some way to go.  

Our finances will be hit this year and we need all the money we can get. We might have expected to make around £2,000 from 

productions this year, but some of our costs remain the same, such as the rent we pay to the United Reformed Church to store 

costumes and props. While we are very careful to keep some savings in reserve, this is far from ideal. We like to keep some money 

on one side in case a production makes a loss, or we wish to buy one off items, such as new lights or extra costumes but that 

becomes more difficult if our savings dwindle. We will survive, but there is one thing you can do to help. At our Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) we once again agreed to ask members to pay an annual subscription; adults £15 and youth £5 (only if they can 

afford to). So far, about 22 people have paid, but there are still lots of people who haven’t, and we would really appreciate it if 

they could now do this. Payments can be direct into our account as follows: 

Sort Code – 30-94-97 

Account Number – 02870324 

Whetstone Drama’s Future 

Whetstone Drama Group will be celebrating its Diamond Jubilee in 2022, when we reach the grand old age of 60 and we want to 

make it a really special year. For our 50th anniversary we put on the spectacular Fiddler on the Roof, which won various awards, 

was a massive success and involved all members of the group. I also wrote a short history of the group and may update that for 

the diamond jubilee. The group is going from strength to strength and is a successful as ever and although we’ve never faced a 

global pandemic before, this will not deter us, and I am sure we will return stronger than ever. 

In the meantime, we wish you all the very best of health and look forward to happier times when we are all back together again. 

Best Wishes 

 

Carl Smith 

Whetstone Drama Chair 

#StaySafe #BeKind 

 

 


